Hunterdon County Sheriff’s Office
71 Main Street
PO Box 2900
Flemington, NJ 08822-2900
(908) 788-1166 Fax (908) 806-4624
www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/sheriff.htm
Frederick W. Brown
Sheriff
Frank J. Cordero
Undersheriff

Robert W. Smith
Undersheriff
Edward W. Davis
Chief Warrant Officer

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 24, 2021

Sheriff Warns Residents About Holiday Scam Callers
Recently, Sheriff Fred W. Brown received from residents multiple complaints about scam calls,
where scammers seek credit card or bank account numbers with false claims of funds being
available and warns do not share personal financial information over the phone.
Sheriff Brown said, “These types of scams appear to increase during the holiday season. Recent
scam calls involve offers to share large sums of money with the person called, in exchange for a
bank account and routing number or a credit card number.
Another scam call involves asking for bail money, either for a grandchild or other relative, and
this is one that has been used several times before. No one should ever agree to give money over
the phone.”
Several law enforcement agencies, including the FBI, have issued information regarding scam
calls. The FBI states that the public should be aware of the risk of scams, especially during the
holidays, and to hang up the call or, if an email is received, delete the suspicious email or mark it
as spam, instead of losing money or personal data to a thief.
“Protecting yourself from scam calls and identity thieves is the best way to avoid losing funds or
personal data this holiday season. If a call is received, hang up immediately and let your local
law enforcement know about the call. Having your guard up and being informed of the risks is
the best way to defend yourself against these criminals,” Sheriff Brown stated.
According to national news reports, phone and email scams have sky-rocketed in the past two
years, and while most of the scams can be attributed to the pandemic, the tactics and the ability
of scammers to cause great harm remains the same.
Sheriff Brown advises anyone who receives a scam call to inform their local law enforcement
office of the attempt and if any suspicious emails are received, deleting them, or marking them
as spam, is the best option.

