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Freeholders Oppose Governor Murphy’s Aid Cuts
To Hunterdon Schools
The Hunterdon County Freeholder Board recently took action to oppose Governor Phil Murphy’s school aid plan
that cuts $2.1 million from the County’s schools, while increasing aid by hundreds of millions of dollars to many
other schools throughout the state.
Hunterdon County Freeholder Board Deputy Director John Lanza stated, “Hunterdon County students are just
as deserving of the highest quality educational experience as their peers across the state.
We’re told there is a so-called formula that reduces our aid. But it sure looks like we’ve been targeted for political
payback when 159 of the 197 school districts that are having their aid cut are in counties or municipalities that
Governor Murphy did not carry in the 2017 election.”
Lanza noted, “Governor Murphy’s education budget gives out over $200 million more in school aid to schools
around the state, but cuts 19 Hunterdon County school districts by a total of $2.1 million. That is a significant
cut for our school children, teachers, and property taxpayers.”
Lanza added, “Even more disturbing is the fact that the so-called formula calls for a school aid cut for Lakewood
in Ocean County, but instead Lakewood, which Governor Murphy carried in the 2017 election, will receive a $15
million increase.”
The Freeholders’ resolution in opposition to the cuts notes, ‘the Governor’s proposed education cuts will likely
drive up property taxes on already overburdened residents in Hunterdon County.’
The Freeholders have called for the Legislature to make a re-examination of the local effect of its policy decision
including seeking information from local policy makers, Boards of Education, teachers and ultimately the
students impacted by the proposed budget cuts.
Lanza concluded, “There is still time for the Legislature to take the target off the back of Hunterdon County’s
schools and reverse the Murphy Administration’s bad public policy that punishes Hunterdon County’s teachers,
homeowners, and school kids.”

District
Frenchtown Borough
Califon Borough
Lebanon Township
Hampton Borough
Delaware Valley Regional High School
Milford Borough
Bethlehem Township
Holland Township
Kingwood Township
Delaware Township
Alexandria Township
Clinton Town
Flemington-Raritan Regional
North Hunterdon / Voorhees Regional
Huntedon Central Regional
High Bridge Borough
Clinton Township
Lebanon Borough
East Amwell Township
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(177,147.00)
(43,800.00)
(214,844.00)
(85,674.00)
(354,248.00)
(27,724.00)
(125,629.00)
(139,422.00)
(92,724.00)
(67,276.00)
(79,321.00)
(67,850.00)
(225,571.00)
(200,892.00)
(163,973.00)
(20,588.00)
(23,673.00)
(2,097.00)
(1,896.00)
(2,114,349.00)

Percentage Decrease
-23.29%
-14.04%
-9.36%
-9.34%
-9.18%
-8.40%
-8.34%
-7.68%
-7.28%
-5.95%
-5.35%
-5.19%
-3.73%
-3.68%
-2.89%
-1.43%
-1.17%
-1.04%
-0.22%

