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Credit:  This self-guide trail was established by William L. Thau, an Eagle 
Scout with Boy Scout Troop 1969 of Stanton, NJ in January of 1999. 

 

 
Please refer to the letters on the map to approximate your location on the trail. 

 
A.  The large tree seen at the beginning of the trail is a Pignut Hickory.  It 
has rough bark.  Hickory nuts are a favorite food of pigs, hence the name. 
Many wild animals eat them too. 
 
B.  Near the pond you may see or hear frogs leaping into the water.  
Green Frogs make a high pitched call when they jump.  They have 
smooth skin, and a white or yellowish stripe on their upper jaw and sides.  
Be careful as you move near the edge of the trail.  The trail slopes down 
to the water very quickly. 
 
C.  The area around the Photo Bridge is a great place to find migrating 
birds in the spring or fall.  See if you can locate birds in the trees or 
shrubs in this area. 
 
D.  As you cross the bridge, the large tree to your left is a Sweetgum.  It 
has star shaped leaves.  The fruit is a woody ball with beak-like capsules. 
 
E. Stop at the bench near the stream.  The large tree with the lean is 
American Basswood.  A leafy bract is attached to the seedpods which 
catches the wind and helps with seed dispersal.   Be acareful near the 
edge of the trail.  The trail slopes down to the water very quickly. 
 
F.Follow the trail into the woods.  Look here for Eastern Red Cedar 
trees, which have dark green overlapping scale-like needles.  Do you 
notice the distinct line where the tree gets wider?  This is called a browse 
line.  A browse line is where the deer can no longer reach any higher on 
the tree, they can only eat the foliage below this line. 
 
G. The forest you are about to enter is made up mostly of Sweetgum and 
Pin Oak trees.  Did you notice that the trees are arranged in neat rows?  
This is because the Arboretum was once a nursery.  Look for the 
depressions where trees were removed when the nursery was in 
operation. 
 
 The Hunterdon County Parks and Recreation Department is dedicated to 

preserving open space and natural resources, providing safe parks and 
facilities, and offering educational and recreational opportunities, all 

contributing to an enhanced quality of life for present and future generations. 



H.  Turn left at the clearing.  Be careful moving through this area when it is 
wet.  The trail can be waterlogged and muddy.  If it is too wet, you can 
backtrack to the Discovery Trail and take that to the Outer Loop where you 
will link up with letter L of this guide. 
 
I.  In amongst the meadow, Milkweed can be located..  It has purple flowers 
during the summer.  Butterfly weed can also be found here. Its orange 
flowers attract butterflies.  During Summer, look for Monarch Butterflies 
flying around.  In the fall, look for the fluffy white seeds from both plants 
that are dispersed by the wind. 
 
J.  The tall dead tree located straight ahead was a Swamp White Oak, but it 
stills supports many vines.  Woodpeckers eat bugs out of the rotting wood 
and some birds of prey use it to perch.  Turn left at the next clearing. 
 
K.  The shrubs in the middle of the field are Autumn Olive.  They were 
planted to attract wildlife, but they are very invasive and will take over an 
entire field if they are not cut back. 
 
L.  Another Swamp White Oak is straight ahead.  The stream runs through 
here and you may hear or see more birds in this area. 
 
M.  Make the first left across the bridge, and take note of the row of large 
shrubs to your left.  These are Witch Hazel.  They are interesting because 
their greenish yellow flowers bloom in winter.  Witch Hazel’s fruits are 
hard brown capsules. 
 
N.  If you move further down the trail, where it splits into a “Y”, you will 
notice a Holly tree above you.  Holly trees have red berries in winter that 
birds like to eat. 
 
Continue through the woods and follow the trail back the way you came. 
When you get back to the road you may either follow it to the parking area 
or turn right and go back through the gardens. We hope you enjoyed the 
trail! 
 
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

Feel free to keep this booklet  
or return it for future use.  
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