Teetertown Ravine Nature Preserve

For more information on this preserve, see
the trail map and guide.

The Teetertown Ravine Section is open from
sunrise to sunset. Gates at the Mountain Farm
Section are open from 9 A.M. to posted closing
hours.

Location: Teetertown Ravine is located in
Lebanon Township. There are two parking areas
at the Mountain Farm Section, and pull- offs for
parking along Hollow Brook Road.

Directions from the junction of Route 78 and
Route 31 in Clinton:

To Mountain Farm Section Parking Area:
Proceed north on Route 31 for 1.7 miles to Route
513 north. Turn right and follow Route 513
through High Bridge toward Califon for about 6.5
miles. Just past the A&P, turn left onto Sliker
Road. After about 1.5 miles on Sliker Road, turn
right onto Pleasant Grove Road and travel another
0.6 mile. The driveway for Mountain Farm will be
on the right hand side, at # 30 Pleasant Grove Rd.

To Teetertown Ravine Parking Area:

Follow directions above, EXCEPT...after about
1.3 miles on Sliker Road, turn right onto
Teetertown Road. Follow the left fork of the
road about 1 mile to the stop sign at Hollow
Brook Road. Turn left and proceed 0.1 mile up
the ravine. There are two single-vehicle pull-offs
near the trailheads.

Visitor Center: Located next to the main
parking area, the Visitor Center can provide
information and assistance to the public, plus the
center has exhibits relating to the geology and
history of Teetertown Ravine. The center is open
on weekends, when volunteers are available.

SUMMARY OF RULES AND REGULATIONS

The rules and regulations governing use of facilities or properties administered by the Hunterdon
County Department of Parks and Recreation are promulgated in accordance with provisions of the
N.J. Statutes Title 40:32-7.12, which reads as follows:

""The Board of Chosen Freeholders may by resolution make, alter, amend, and repeal rules
and regulations for the supervision, regulation and control of all activities carried on,
conducted, sponsored, arranged, or provided for in connection with a public golf course or
other county recreational, playground or public entertainment facility, and for the protection
of property, and may prescribe and enforce fines and penalties for the violation of any such
rule or regulation.”

These rules and regulations have been promulgated for the protection of our
patrons and for the facilities and natural resources administered by the
Hunterdon County Department of Parks and Recreation

Permits: A fully executed Facility Use Permit, issued by the County of Hunterdon
for any activity shall authorize the activity only insofar as it may be performed in
strict accordance with the terms and conditions thereof. The State of NJ, County of
Hunterdon, or the local municipality may require additional permits.

Prohibited Acts: The violation of any Municipal, State, or . Advertising, solicitation,
ice skating, ice fishing, and any other on-ice activities, downhill skiing, bathing, fuel
powered modeled aircraft, the release of any animal, explosives of any kind, poisons
of any kind, after-hours use, alcohol without a permit in a non-designated area,
controlled dangerous substances, weapons, posting of signage, inappropriate attire,
and climbing on, or rappelling from any cliff, rock face, or boulder, with, or without
the use of specialized equipment.

Requlated Activity: The sale of merchandise, aviation, boating, cross-country
skiing, bicycling, and sledding. Battery powered modeled aircraft, and horses must
be in designated areas, dogs must be restrained with a leash not exceeding six feet,
pet waste must be removed, camping/fires are by permit only. All groups of 15 or
more must obtain a permit for use of any Park area.

Prohibited Acts for the Protection of Property: No person shall make, excavate
on, destroy, paint, fill in, cut, remove or tamper with any property, organic or
inorganic.

Prohibited Acts for the Protection of Natural Resources: No person shall disturb
wildlife or vegetation in any manner. No person shall pollute waters, litter, dump
debris, or release helium balloons in any property. It is illegal to remove any natural
resource from, or introduce any plant material, bulbs, or seeds to any property
without a proper permit or license.

Prohibited Acts for the Protection of People: No person shall obstruct a county
employee/official, interfere with a visitor, conduct any unsafe act, or cause a
hazardous condition.

Vehicles: All the provisions of the N.J. State Motor Vehicle Act apply. Vehicles are
not allowed in unauthorized areas. Parking is allowed in designated areas only.
ATV’s, dirt bikes, and snowmobiles are prohibited on County Park lands.
Enforcement: The rules and regulations of the County shall be enforced by duly
authorized Rangers or representatives of the County under the provision of N.J.S.A.
40:32-2. thru 40:32-7.13. Any person who enters into a County Park for any purpose
whatsoever has a duty and is presumed to be aware of the provisions of these rules
and regulations governing the use of the facilities and properties administered by the
Hunterdon County Department of Parks and Recreation.

Penalties: Any person violating any of the provisions of these regulations shall,
upon conviction before a court or other adjudicative body of jurisdiction, be liable for
the replacement, repair or restoration of damaged property, if any, and shall pay a
penalty of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or other amount in the
discretion of the court or other adjudicative body or may be sentenced to
imprisonment in the County jail for the term not exceeding ninety (90) days, or both,
provided that this section shall not supersede any applicable penalty provision for
specific offenses, which may be set forth in the New Jersey Code of Criminal Justice,
N.J.S.A. 2C:1-1, et seq., or in any other applicable state or federal law.

NOTE: County Park Rangers of the Department of Parks and Recreation are vested with police
authority and empowered to make arrests for violations of rules and regulations governing the
use of facilities and properties administered by the Department of Parks and Recreation. This is
only a summary of the rules and regulations. Rules applying to special conditions, activities, or
situations may be supplemental to these rules and regulations. When special rules apply, they
will be posted at affected areas. The complete text of regulations is available for inspection at
the Park administration office in Clinton Township during regular business hours.
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Middle Valley Trap Rock & Mine Co.

Established in 1896, the Middle Valley Trap
Rock and Mine Company set up operations in
the Teetertown Ravine to mine Diabase which is
valued for its hard, dense, physical properties.
This Diabase was commercially marked for
concrete aggregate, railroad ballast, and riprap.
The term “trap rock” is actually the commercial
name for Diabase.

The owner of the company, Lawrence Hager
Trimmer (1847-1909), was a commanding
presence from Middle Valley, having served as
New Jersey State Assemblyman from 1889 until
1891. He was also a prominent business leader,
having founded and served as director of the
High Bridge National Bank and as a mill
operator specializing in the manufacturing of
peach baskets.

Quarry operations within the Teetertown Ravine
were standard mechanized methods used around
the turn of the 20th century. Holes were
strategically spaced and drilled deep into the
rock face. The drills were powered by a 150-
horsepower steam engine. Dynamite was then
carefully packed into the holes, and the fuses
were lit, providing sufficient time for workers to
clear the site. The ensuing blast would dislodge
tons of rock, to be crushed into smaller stone or
gravel. The crushed stone was then loaded into
small gauge ore carts and winched up the hill by
steel cables.

To facilitate the need for the transportation of the
ore, the Middle Valley Railroad was built in
1897 from Middle Valley to the quarry site.
Operations ceased in 1923.

Geology

The Teetertown Ravine Nature Preserve is situated
within the NJ Highlands physiographic province.
This province includes the northeastern section of
Hunterdon County and generally consists of flat-
topped ridges trending northeast to southwest. These
ridges average between 800 to 1,000 feet above sea
level, and are separated by narrow deep valleys.

Most of the rock in the surrounding area is Gneiss,
and dates to the Middle Proterozoic Period
(approximately 1.5 billion years old). This is very
old, considering the Earth itself is approximately 4.6
billion years old. However, the rock inside the
Teetertown Ravine dates from the late Jurassic to
early Triassic Period (190 to 230 million years old).

How is it that a difference of over a billion years
can be seen in rocks located so close to one
another?

Originally, Gneiss was the only rock present in the
area of the ravine. Approximately one billion years
later, this region was being stretched eastward by the
Earth’s tectonic forces associated with the
emergence of the Atlantic Ocean. As a result of this
extension, large blocks of rock were broken apart to
form “normal faults,” which predominantly trend
northeast to southwest in this area of New Jersey.
Normal faults occur when two slabs of rock are
being pulled apart by tensional forces and gravity
pulls one of these slabs down relative to the other.
This extension of the Earth’s crust was also
accompanied by some volcanic activity, which is
evidenced by younger diabase and basalt rocks (lava
rocks) seen throughout the region. Both of these
igneous rock types come from the same parent
magma (that is, they both have the same chemical
composition), yet form under different conditions.
They are more resistant to weathering than the
parent rock. This action forms ridges and uplands as
the softer material erodes away.

Rock Types

Gneiss (pronounced “nice”) is a medium grained
rock that is “foliated” or layered with lines of
minerals.The combination of these two physical
characteristics makes Gneiss “softer” and more
susceptible to weathering than Diabase.

Diabase results from magma that intrudes into an
already existing bedrock from below and
subsequently cools within bedrock voids beneath the
surface to form a “dike” or “sill” (depending on it’s
orientation ).

Basalt, the most common lava, is dark, fine grained,
and rather heavy. It consists of pyroxene, magnetite,
and a plagioclase feldspar. Basalt is formed by more
rapid cooling of the same type of magma, but at the
Earth’s surface.
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The Hunterdon County Department of
Parks and Recreation gratefully
acknowledges the volunteer efforts of
the Louis Berger Group, Inc. of
Florham Park, NJ. The firm provided
their expertise in research, engineering,
and geology, at no cost to the County
for the preparation of this brochure.
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